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June 27, 2007

The Honorable Earl Pomeroy

United States House of Representatives

1501 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515


The Honorable Greg Walden

United States House of Representatives

1210 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representatives Pomeroy and Walden:

On behalf of the National Rural Health Association, I am writing to express our strong support for the Health Care Access and Rural Equity Act of 2007 (H-CARE).

The NRHA is a national nonprofit, nonpartisan, membership organization with over 15,000 members that provides leadership on rural health issues.  The Association’s mission is to improve the health of rural Americans and to provide leadership on rural health issues through advocacy, communications, education and research.  The NRHA membership consists of a diverse collection of individuals and organizations, all of whom share the common bond of an interest in rural health. 

This significant legislation would assist our nation’s rural health care providers in their ongoing efforts to provide medical care for those in need.  The NRHA is pleased that H-CARE extends through 2012 important provisions from the Medicare Modernization Act that addressed long-standing inequities in Medicare payment policy.  We applaud your efforts to extend these provisions so that rural providers do not lose ground.

The legislation also contains many provisions that will both improve access to, and the quality of, health care in rural America.  The positive steps in the legislation are too numerous to mention, but following are some of the highlights from H-CARE:  

· Ensures adequate representation of rural beneficiaries and providers on the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC).   Nearly 27 percent of Medicare beneficiaries live in rural communities, yet rural representation on MedPAC does not even approach this level.  This legislation requires a proportional representation of the interests of rural Americans on MedPAC. 

· Provides $30 million for quality demonstration projects and the establishment of a Rural Health Quality Advisory Commission.  This provision would implement recommendations from the Institute of Medicine (IOM)’s report entitled, “Quality Through Collaboration: The Future of Rural Health.”  The NRHA strongly believes that rural health care providers can not only achieve high performance standards, but can be leaders in the national quality movement. 

· Creates a Rural Community Hospital (RCH) program, providing the option of Medicare cost-based reimbursement for inpatient and outpatient services for hospitals with 50 or fewer beds.

· Requires that Medicare Advantage plans pay Critical Access Hospitals at least as much as they would receive under the traditional Medicare program.  

· Authorizes $140 million over five years for grants to rural providers to help with the cost of implementing health information technology.  

· Mandates prompt payment to rural pharmacies by Medicare prescription drug plans.

· Reauthorizes the Rural Outreach and Network grants.  These important programs provide capital investments so that rural communities can plan and launch innovative projects that build networks across providers, increase access to care, and are specifically designed to become self-sufficient.  
· Expands the 340B discount drug program to rural hospitals that provide the same safety net services that their urban counterparts do without this program.
The NRHA greatly appreciates your ongoing leadership on rural health.  We are pleased to support this legislation and look forward to working with you to advance our mutual goals of improving health care for all rural Americans.  

Sincerely,
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Alan Morgan

Chief Executive Officer

Government Affairs Office


1600 Prince Street, Suite 100


Alexandria, Virginia 22314-2836


Telephone: [703] 519.7910


FAX: [703] 519.3865





Administrative Office


521 E 63rd Street


Kansas City, Missouri 64110-3329


Telephone: [816] 756.3140


FAX: [816] 756.3144
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