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September 20, 2005

Dear Member of Congress:

I urge you to join the National Association of Counties (NACo) in supporting
H.R. 3824, the "Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act of 2005" (TESRA).

After thirty years of experience seeking to protect our biological resources using
the Endangered Species Act, America’s counties believe that it is time to update and
improve the Act to focus our resources on the recovery of listed species as well as

proactive strategies to prevent species from requiring the enhanced protections afforded
by listing.

We believe that this bi-partisan bill, introduced yesterday by House Resources
Committee Chairman Richard Pombo and Congressman Dennis Cardoza, essentially re-
tools the ESA to better achieve conservation goals, informed by lessons learned about the
value of cooperation and collaboration between federal, state and local stakeholders.

Counties are particularly enthusiastic about the provisions for closer cooperation
between the federal government and the states, including enhanced opportunities and
incentives for proactive conservation actions on the ground to forestall the need for
additional listings. We also applaud the authors of TESRA for recognizing the role
private property owners play in species conservation and that protections for them have
been included in the bill.

America’s counties already play a key role in partnership with the states and
federal government in protecting the natural environment. We look forward to
continuing as full partners, with the new tools provided by TESRA.

Please join Chairman Pombo and Congressman Cardoza in co-sponsoring and
supporting this important effort to better fulfill our duty of stewardship for this and future
generations.

Very truly yours,
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Larry E. Naake

Executive Director
440 First Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001-2080
202/393-6226
Fax 202/393-2630
www.naco.org
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