Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

March 15, 2006

The Honorable Ralph Regula The Honorable David Obey

Chairman Ranking Minority Member

House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee

Subcommittee on Labor, HHS Subcommittee on Labor, HHS
and Education and Education

2358 Rayburn HOB 1016 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member Obey:

As members of the House Rural Health Care Coalition (RHCC) and on behalf of our
constituents in rural America, we Urge you to support rural health care programs by including
funding for them in the FY(7 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations
bill. Funding approved by the committee is critica] to the effective delivery of many health
programs in rural and underserved communities across the country. We are writing to ask for
your continued support of efforts to improve rural health care services by giving strong and

favorable consideration to the following programs, which are of the highest priority to the
RHCC:

Rural Hospital Flexibilig: Grants

FY 2007 RHCC Request $40 million
FY 2006 Appropriation $39.2 million

range of services for Medicare beneficiaries in rural areas.
Under the Small Hospital Improvement program, nearly 50 hospitals grants of
tely $9,300

approxima are awarded to purchase computer hardware and software and train staff
on computer information Systems that are necessary to comply with federal regulations. Unlike
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their precarious financial situation and lack of operating funds needed to keep pace with constant
software and hardware upgrades needed to operate in a complex environment.

Rural Health Outreach and Network Development Grant Program

FY 2007 RHCC Request $40 million
FY 2006 Appropriation $39.3 million

Office for the Advancement of Telehealth

FY 2007 RHCC Request $10.0 million
FY 2006 Appropriation $6.9 million

important program,

State Offices of Rural Health Grant Pro ram
=l ealth Grant Program

FY 2007 RHCC Request $8.4 million
FY 2006 Appropriation $8.2 million



Rural Health Research Grant Program

FY 2007 RHCC Request $9.0 million
FY 2006 Appropriation $9.0 million

changes.

National Health Service Corps (NHSC)

FY 2007 RHCC Request $131.4 million
FY 2006 Appropriation $126.8 million

The NHSC plays a critical role in maintaining the health-care safety net by placing
primary health-care providers in our nation's most underserved ruraj communities. Currently,
more than 2,700 NHSC clinicians are providing primary care services to nearly 4 million
Americans. Unfortunately, this represents only 20% of our nation's underserved population. We
request this increase in funding as it is estimated that an additional 8,015 primary care

Area Health Education Centers

FY 2007 RHCC Request $29 million
FY 2006 Appropriation $29 million

Area Health Education Center funding provides direct financial support to schools for
healthcare workforce development and education, AHEC:s link the resources of university health
science centers with local planning, educational and clinical resources. This network of health-
related institutions provides multidisciplinary educational services to students, faculty and local
practitioners, ultimately improving health care delivery in medically underserved areas. This is
an effective program as primary care graduates of this and other Title VII health professions



programs are up to ten times more likely to serve minority and disadvantaged populations by
practicing in medically underserved communities

Rural and Communig Access to Emergency Devices

FY 2007 RHCC Request $1.5 million
FY 2006 Appropriation $1.5 million

and Community Access to Emergency Devices Program assists in purchasing emergency devices
such as AEDs and in training first responders in their use.

Rural Emergency Medical Services Training and Equipment Assistance Program

FY 2007 RHCC Request $500,000
FY 2006 Appropriation $0

The technology that rural EMS squads possess significantly lags behind what is required
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