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Dear Mr. Speaker.

1 appreciate the priority consideration you are giving toward extending Temporary
Emergency Unemployment Compensation (TEUC). scheduled to expire December 31, 2003,
before we adjourn for the year. As you know. the state of Oregon continues to struggle with
the highest unemployment rate in the country. Out-of-work Oregonians that have Jost their
jobs by no fault of their own are still struggling to find employment. Extension of TEUC will
allow many Oregonians 1o purchase groceries for their households, pay utility bills this
winter and support their families.

However. it has come 1o my attention that the criteria used to trigger 13 weeks of TEUC
extended benefits for states with particularly high unemployment, such as Oregon, needs to
be reevaluated. The current eligibility criterion requires a state’s unemployment rate to be
10% higher than the same 3-month period in the previous year. This poses a significant
hurdle to the state of Oregon and other states with consistently high unemployment rates.

Unfortunately. Oregon’s monthly unemployment rates in 2003 started at 7.3% and spiked to
8.5% and have hovered at 8.0% for the past two months — rates that are dramatically higher
than the 2002 unemployment rates. Therefore. since enactment of TEUC the state was able
10 meet the 10% threshold and qualify for extended benefits in 2003. Oregon’s
unemployment rate is currently hovering at 8.0%. albeit the highest unemployment rate in the
country. it is likely that Oregonians will lose eligibility for TEUC extended benefits shortly.
My office has worked closely with the Oregon Department of Employment (ODE) to address
this issue, and according to ODE none of the various proposals in the Congress to extend
TEUC include provisions that would effectively resolve the potential dilemma posed by the
10% threshold that must be met to trigger extended benefits.

It is obvious that there is a very real need in Oregon for TEUC extended benefits. We all
hope that the unemployment situation in Oregon does not worsen; however, requiring an
unemployment rate 10 be 10% higher than the previous year will disqualify even Oregonians
from TEUC extended benefits.

Mr. Speaker, as vou know our national economy is showing signs of rebounding. This
economic expansion would not be possible without your steady leadership and your



dedication 10 the Administration’s strong economic stimulus initiatives. However, until this
recoveryv catches up to Oregon and other states with extremely high unemployment, ]
respectfully request that the extended benefit trigger mechanism that compels a state to have
10% higher unemployment than the previous year be modified 10 consider states that face
extremely high unemployment situations, such as Oregon. 1am working on legislation with
Legislative Counsel 1o specifically address this and will send you a copy as soon as itis
ready.

Thank you for considering this request and for your outstanding Jeadership of the House.

Best Regards,

Wl —

Greg WMen
Member of Congress

CC: The Honorable Tom Del.ay, Majority Leader
The Honorable William Thomas, Chairman, House Committee on Ways and Means



